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the regular and irregular forces the government could concentrate
against them. In an endeavour to recover lost ground the Inde-
pendents combined with the Spartacists to declare a general
revolutionary strike. The response was excellent and once again
insurrection raised its head., only to be once again bloodily crushed
by the government troops who took measures into their own
hands and distinguished themselves by the brutal and cowardly
murder of Licbknccht and Rosa Luxemburg, a murder which to
their eternal shame the government condoned. The result of the
brutality was not immediately apparent. It is significant of the
general temper of the nation that it provoked no outburst of
popular fury., but it was to have bitter results in the future.
Without the eternal cry of the blood of the martyrs for vengeance,
the eternal call to remember the German St. Bartholomew, the
wrecking tactics of the Third International would have had no
real success. With it there has not been from that day to this a
united Socialist party in Germany.
That is the true charge that can be laid against Ebert and his
immediate associates. It is no real defence that they acted from
patriotic motives and out of honest conviction. The mere fact that
an action is honest does not exempt the actor from the charge of
honest stupidity. Honesty is an invaluable quality but its exercise
should not necessarily exclude intelligence. What ought to have
been obvious to Ebert and his associates, even if they had ceased
to be Socialists^ even if they had been so honest as to admit that
they had ceased to be such, was that without a strong Socialist
party there could not be a democratic Germany. The risk they took
was that of re-establishing the old regime by preventing the
Socialist state from being established; the risk they ought to have
taken was precisely the reverse. One can acquit them of sordid
motives though one need tiot deny that there was present the ele-
ment of personal ambition; one can even pay tribute to their
German patriotism* but they need not have identified that
patriotism so exclusively with an attitude of diffident negation
towards their whole political past. The conflict between that past
and their present they never resolved; in the end they not only
crippled the Socialist movement which was the best basis on which

